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16 January 2026 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

River Academy Community Lecture - 'Berkshire in the nineteenth century - 

challenges and change'. 

We are pleased to share details of an upcoming Community Lecture being hosted at River 

Academy, to which parents, carers, students, and members of the wider community are 

warmly invited. 

On Tuesday 20 January, from 4.00–5.00pm, Dr Dan Renshaw from the University of 

Reading will deliver a talk entitled “Berkshire in the nineteenth century – challenges and 

change.” The lecture will explore how social and technological developments during the 

Victorian period shaped everyday life in Berkshire, both in growing towns such as Reading 

and in the surrounding countryside. 

This event is free to attend, with no need to register in advance, and provides a valuable 

opportunity to engage with academic research, hear from a university lecturer, and ask 

questions in an accessible and informal setting. 

Further details, including the venue address, can be found on the attached flyer. We hope 

that many of you will be able to attend for what promises to be an interesting and enriching 

event. 

Kind regards 

 

Mr D Bell 

Assistant Headteacher 
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